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CORPORATE EXPRESS PUBBLICA UN COMUNICATO SULLA POSIZIONE
DELL’AZIENDA NEI CONFRONTI DELL'OFFERTA DI STAPLES

Amsterdam, 12 Giugno 2008 - Corporate Express NV, uno dei principali fornitori
mondiali di prodotti per I'ufficio, ha pubblicato oggi un Comunicato circa la Posizione
del gruppo in merito all'offerta di Staples Inc. (fatta attraverso Staples Acquisition
BV), per tutte le azioni emesse da Corporate Express NV e per le obbligazioni
emessE da Corporate Express NV (“L’ Offerta”).

Il comunicato fornisce informazioni circa I'offerta di Staples, cosi come I'opinione del
Board nei confronti dell'offerta, in accordo con l'art. 18, paragrafo 2 e Annex G del
Decreto Olandese sulle Pubbliche Offerte ("Besluit Openbare Biedingen Wift").

L’Assemblea Straordinaria degli azionisti di Corporate Express si terra il 18 Giugno
2008 alle 14.00 (ora locale) presso I'Hotel Okura, Ferdinand Bolstraat 333, ad
Amsterdam.

Una copia del Comunicato e disponibile sul sito www.cexpgroup.com e puo essere

ottenuta gratuitamente contattando Corporate Express tramite e mail a:
corpcomm@cexpgroup.com o tramite telefono, allo +31 (0) 20 651 10 19.
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Analysts / investors: Carl Hoyer Telephone: +31 (0)20 651 10 42

carl.hoyer@cexpgroup.com
Press / general inquiries: Anneloes Telephone: +31 (0)20 651 10 34
Geldermans

anneloes.geldermans@cexpgroup.com
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Safe Harbour Statement

Any statements contained in this document that are not historical facts are forwardlooking statements as defined in the U.S.
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Words such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “forecast,” “intend,”
“may,” “plan,” “project,” “predict,” “should” and “will” and similar expressions as they relate to Corporate Express or Lyreco are
intended to identify such forward-looking statements. Neither Corporate Express nor Lyreco undertake any obligation to
publicly update or revise any forward-looking statements. All forward-looking statements are subject to various risks and
uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from expectations. The factors that could affect Corporate
Express' future financial results are discussed more fully in Corporate Express' filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (“SEC"), including Corporate Express' most recent Annual Report on Form 20-F filed with the SEC, and available
at the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. Statements regarding the expected date of closing of the transaction, and expected
integration, growth and improved customer service benefits, relative benefits between this transaction and other potential
transactions and other related statements are forward-looking statements and are subject to risks and uncertainties including
among others: uncertainties as to the timing of the transaction, the satisfaction of closing conditions, including the receipt of
regulatory and shareholder approvals, whether certain industry segments will grow as anticipated, the competitive

environment among providers of B2B office products, the nature of other possible opportunities that may emerge in the future
and difficulties encountered in integrating companies and technologies. In addition, this release contains forward-looking
statements that involve risks and uncertainties concerning the parties’ ability to complete the transaction, the anticipated
benefits and synergies of the proposed transaction, anticipated future combined operations, products and services, and the
anticipated role of Lyreco, its key executives and its employees within Corporate Express following the closing of the
transaction. Actual events or results may differ materially from those described in this release due to a number of risks and
uncertainties, including, among others, the outcome of regulatory reviews of the proposed transaction, the ability of the parties
to complete the transaction, the impact of a large minority shareholder on the future governance of Corporate Express, the
failure to retain key Lyreco and Corporate Express employees, customer, supplier and partner uncertainty regarding the
anticipated benefits of the transaction, the failure of Corporate Express and Lyreco to achieve the anticipated synergies of the
proposed transaction and other risks detailed in Corporate Express' SEC filings.

A copy of the shareholders' circular will also be furnished to the SEC under cover of Form 6-K and available at the SEC's
website www.sec.gov.



